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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Elliott R. Futrell 
 

I am proud to report to you that you 
have a very hard working volunteer Board.  
We have made some critical decisions this 
year as we attempt to control costs and keep 
the dues at a reasonable level.  We have 
switched all of our printing accounts to the 
School of Graphic Arts in Oxford, NC.  The 
journals in the past have been saddle-
stitched, but in the future they will be 
perfect bound.  Using this and other cost 
cutting measures, the Board has been able to 
reduce publication expenditures on the 
Journal and NCGS News to almost half of 
what they were.  I share this information 
with you to keep you informed of the stress 
that the Board has endured as it attempts to 
manage your Society in your best interests.   

I would like to share with you what 
I am doing in genealogy.  I have been 
reviewing my 40 years of research, making 
sure I clean up my mistakes.  As I proceed, I 
try to make sure each person is well 
documented.  This is the main reason I have 
not been to the State Archives lately.  Debbi 
Blake wondered why she had not seen me 
there and asked me whether I was doing 
any research.  I told Debbi that I did not see 
any need for finding additional information 
when I had piles and boxes of research that I 
hadn’t yet integrated into my computer 
files.  This has all been fun for me because I 
have found information I had forgotten I 
had, and it will often lead me to other 
persons in the family.  I am hoping that, as I 
proceed, I will find information that I had 
overlooked and which will help me 

overcome brick walls in my two main family 
lines.   

When you start going back over 
your information, you find that, years ago, 
you made some mistakes that were very 
petty.  It is almost unbelievable that I could 
have ever been so naïve or ill-informed.    
Yet, there it is in black and white.  I have 
been so careful in the past few years, trying 
to be sure that I document each person.  I 
enter any other information I can find on my 
family into the note section under each 
individual.  I am hoping one day to publish 
a book on my two main family lines and I 
may be able to do the same for some of the 
other allied lines, if only I live long enough.   

I would like to introduce the Society 
membership to a very special member-- Ann 
Hilke. She lives in Raleigh and has worked 
very hard for your Society on the program 
committee.  The committee organized an 
outstanding workshop in July with Old 
Buncombe County Genealogical Society in 
Asheville.  George Morgan is a very good 
speaker and if you missed this workshop, 
you missed an excellent chance to expand 
your knowledge of genealogy.  Ann Hilke 
has accepted the position of program 
chairman for the rest of my term in office.  I 
ask you to give her your support, as you 
have done for Ann Basnight.  I would like to 
thank Mrs. Basnight for chairing the 
committee for two and one half years.  Ann 
Hilke and Ann Basnight have an excellent 
workshop planned for November at the 
Annual Meeting. Please mail your 
registrations in early to ensure a place at this 
event.  I am looking forward to seeing old 
friends and meeting new ones at this 
Annual Meeting.       
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NCGS STATEMENT 
CODE OF ETHICS 

 
The North Carolina Genealogical Society encourages 
researchers to uphold high standards for their 
genealogical research, analysis, and publication.  Care 
should be taken to document properly all information 
included in a genealogical work.  Researchers should 
remember that the original document is the proper 
source for all information. 
 
When the original cannot be found, careful analysis of 
secondary materials (including Internet sites) should be 
fully explained and sources cited. 
 
Given modern technology and the ease of accessing 
information on the Internet, researchers are encouraged 
to respect the privacy of all living individuals by not 
sharing personal information via electronic media.  
While the courts have not yet fully tested copyright 
issues involving the Internet, the same respect should 
be paid to information found on the Internet as is paid 
to information found in printed works bearing notice of 
copyright.  Under United States copyright law, an 
individual's intellectual output is protected whether or 
not it bears a copyright notice or symbol and regardless 
of the medium in which it appears. 
 
NCGS encourages and expects its members to uphold 
high moral standards in their use of electronic media, in 
their research, and in their interaction with fellow 
genealogists and other persons.  Ethical behavior by 
individuals will reflect well upon our organization, as 
well as the field of genealogy. 
 

 
NCGS NEWS 

 
Newsletter of the North Carolina 

Genealogical Society (Established 1974) 
 

Vol. 28, No. 4                                                 Fall, 2004 
 

Larry W. Cates, Editor 
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 North Carolina Genealogical Society 
 P. O. Box 1492 
 Raleigh, NC 27602 
 e-mail:  info@ncgenealogy.org 
 www:  http://www.ncgenealogy.org 
 
Memberships run on a calendar year basis and cost $35 
for individuals and institutions, $40 for families, and 
$100 for patrons.  A $5 discount is available on 
renewals received by December 1st of the preceding 
year. 

THE 2004 NCGS AWARDS 
Call for Nominations! 

 
The Award for Excellence in 
Periodical Publishing for a periodical 
published by a North Carolina genealogical 
society. 
 
The Award for Excellence in 
Publishing for a book, or set of books, of 
abstracts or transcriptions of original North 
Carolina primary source material. 
 
The Award for Excellence in 
Publishing for a book of secondary source 
material, or family history relevant to North 
Carolina, and published within eighteen 
months preceding the award. 
 
The Award for Outstanding 
Contribution to NCGS by a Member. 
 
The Award for Outstanding 
Contribution to North Carolina 
Genealogy. 
 
The Award for Excellence in Web 
Presence for a local N. C. genealogical 
society. 
 
Nominations should be submitted by September 1, 
2004, and include the name, address and phone 
number with area code of the nominee, relevant 
supporting material, book or data, and a written 
statement giving reasons for the nomination.  
Publications submitted become the property of NCGS, 
and will be donated to the Genealogical Services 
Branch of the State Library of North Carolina.  If the 
book has already been donated to NCGS for review in 
the NCGS Journal, a copy is not required.  Copies of 
periodicals are required. 
 
Nominations and supporting material should be sent to 
Terri Hopkins, NCGS Awards Committee, 11320 Old 
Stage Road, Willow Spring, NC 27592-7840.  
Questions may be addressed via e-mail 
<Awards@ncgenealogy.org>. 
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It’s Time to Renew for 2005!  
SAVE $5 IF POSTMARKED BY DECEMBER 1st 2004. 

 
All annual memberships will expire on December 31st.  The November 2004 issue of The 
North Carolina Genealogical Journal will be your last if you do not renew. Once again, 
we ask that you check only one of the two boxes below, indicating your format 
preference for our newsletter, the NCGS News in 2005.  It is absolutely vital that you 
indicate a preference with your renewal, even if you did so last year.  Unless life 
members indicate a change in preference, they will continue to receive their newsletter 
in the current preferred format. 
 
Please check ONE (not both) of the following boxes: 
 

 I would like to access each issue of the newsletter (NCGS News) at the NCGS 
website (www.ncgenealogy.org) in 2005.  This means I will not be receiving a paper copy 
through the U.S. Mail. 

 Please continue to send paper copies of NCGS News to my home in 2005. 
 
RENEWAL: 
 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP (1 year, $40.00)   $____________________ 
 
INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIP [1 year, $40.00)    $____________________ 
 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP [1 year, $45.00]     $____________________ 
 
Subtract $5.00, for renewal only postmarked by 1 Dec 2004  $____________________ 
 
TOTAL ENCLOSED……………………………………………  ……………….$____________________ 
 
NAME:______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY:____________________________________________STATE:____________ZIP:________________
__ 
 
TELEPHONE (      )_____________________E-MAIL ADDRESS:_________________________________ 
 
MEMBERSHIP NUMBER_______________________(Number in top left corner of address label) 
 
Complete this form and include with it your check payable to “North Carolina 
Genealogical Society.”  Send to:  Secretary, NCGS, P.O. Box 22, Greenville, NC 27835-
0022 
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ACCESSIONS AT 
N.C. STATE ARCHIVES 

Summer Quarter 2004 
Debbi Blake 

 
This is a partial listing of accessions at the 
Archives.  For a complete listing please see our 
web page http://www.dcr.state.nc.us. Please be 
aware that not all of these records are 
currently available for research.  Cards will 
be placed in the card catalog or entries made in 
the appropriate finding aids when these items 
have been arranged and are ready for research.  
The phrase 'FOR RECORD ONLY' that 
appears at the end of certain accession entries 
indicates that that listing has been accessioned 
previously, but is being accessioned again 
because either new material has been added or 
there has been a change in accessioning data. 
 
STATE AGENCY RECORDS: 
 
Secretary of State. Land Grants Section. 
Warrants, plats, etc., Rockingham County, 1-
1087; 4 reels, 35mm. negative and diazo 
microfilm. 
 
Secretary of State. Land Grant Section. 
Warrants, plats, etc., Rowan County, 1-2192; 
6 reels, 35mm. negative and diazo 
microfilm. 
 
COUNTY RECORDS: 
 
Harnett. Civil Action Papers (#1-1787), 
1880-1907; 21 Fibredex boxes. 
 
New Hanover. Record of Estates, 1741-1939; 
33 reels, 35mm. negative microfilm. 
 
Stokes. Minute Docket, Superior Court, 
1912-1970 [broken series]; Summons Docket, 
Superior Court, 1869-1970; Summons 
Docket-Tax Suits, Superior Court, 1939-1966; 
Judgment Docket, Superior Court, 1889-
1950; Civil Issues Docket, Superior Court, 
1868-1970; Tax Judgment Docket, Superior 
Court, 1939-1966; Minute Docket, General 
County court, 1953-1970; Judgment Docket-
Tax Sales, Superior Court, 193201935; 
Record of Probate, 1959-1970; Inheritance 
Tax Inventory, 1928-1938; Inheritance Tax 

Record, 1931-1982; Maiden Names of 
Divorced Women, 1937-1974; Inquisition of 
Lunacy, 1899-1971; Index to Lunacy 
Records, 1899-1971; 46 volumes. 
 
Wake. Minute Docket, Superior Court, 1931-
1942 [broken series]; Civil Minute Docket, 
Superior Court, 1942-1968; Criminal Minute 
Docket, Superior Court, 1942-1968; Criminal 
Docket, 1906-1933 [broken series]; Civil 
Issue Docket, Superior Court, 1943-1945; 
Index to Judgments & Special Proceedings, 
1918-1922; Tax Judgment Docket, Superior 
court, 1929-1962 [broken series]; Index to 
Tax Judgment Docket, 1929-1937; Clerk’s 
Minute Docket-Tax Sales, Superior Court, 
1932-1968 [broken series]; Minute Book-
Divorces, 1947-1950; Clerk’s Minutes, 
Superior court, 1951-1966; Index Docket, 
Criminal Court, 1877-1878; Minutes of 
Resident Judge & Special Term, 1933-1966 
[broken series]; 82 volumes. 
 
CEMETERY RECORDS: 
 
Wake County. Montlawn Cemetery. Raleigh, 
Wake County, North Carolina by Charles 
Gabriel Noneman (Raleigh, 2003). 2 vols. 
(Volume I: Transcriptions of the Hollywood 
Section and Volume II: Transcriptions of the 
Hill Crest Section); 2 volumes.  
 
MILITARY COLLECTION: 
 
Civil War. Regimental and Unit Records. 
Account Book for Co. L, 16th Regt. (late co. 
E., Thomas’ Legion; 69th Troops); 1 book and 
2 reels, 35mm. negative microfilm. 
 
PRIVATE COLLECTIONS: 
 
Delia Hyatt Papers. Family papers, business 
correspondence, land papers, photographs 
(in various forms), and miscellaneous 
papers, 1710, 1763-1968; 20 Fibredex boxes 
(5 cubic feet).  
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NCGS Call For Bible Records! 
NCGS has begun a project to collect and preserve family records (appearing in Bibles or in other record books) 
pertaining to persons who were at one time North Carolina residents.   NCGS members and all others with North 
Carolina connections are invited to participate.  Collected records will be published in either CD or book form.  A 
prepublication sale will begin at the end of the submission period .  DEADLINE for submission:  31 Dec 2004. 
 
CRITERIA for inclusion: 

 Each record must have at least one entry of a person being born, dying or marrying in N.C. prior to 1920. 
 May appear in a Bible or any other record book, but please, no compiled family histories.  We are looking for 

primary source material. 
 All submitted materials become the property of NCGS and will not be returned! 
 There is no cost for inclusion, whether or not you are a member. There is no limit on the number of entries, 

so get a friend to submit! 
 
PROCEDURE for submission. 

 Please provide a readable photocopy of the pages with the family record and of the pages with the title and 
publication information of the Bible.   

 Put a correct address label on the back of each copy submitted. 
 Provide a typewritten or legible printed transcription of the record. 
 If the Bible is too fragile to photocopy, a transcription alone is sufficient, but, in that case, carry the original to 

a notary public and have him/her to compare and notarize the transcription. (See below.) 
 You MUST provide the contact information for the owner of each record below.  If the owner wishes to 

remain anonymous in the publication, check the appropriate box below the contact info below. 
 Owner MUST sign a permission to print for each record submitted. (See below.) 

 
Instructions for submitting records electronically are available on-line at www.ncgenealogy.org.   Additionally, copy 
machines and submission forms will be available for your convenience at the Summer Regional Workshop in Asheville 
(10 July 2004) and at the Annual Meeting and Workshop (12—13 Nov 2004) in Raleigh.  Contact Crestena Oakley with 
questions (e-mail:  info@ncgenealogy.org) or write to NCGS Bible Project, P.O. Box 22, Greenville, NC 27835. 
 
FORM FOR PERMISSION TO PRINT MY RECORD: 
 
Owner:______________________________________________NCGS Member # (if appl.)______________________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:______________________________________________State_________Zip+4___________________________ 
 
Phone:_(______)_________________________E-mail (if applicable)_______________________________________ 
 

Check here if you would prefer to remain anonymous in the final publication. 
 
I, ____________________________________________________(signature) on this date,___________________give 
my permission, as owner of the record submitted, to the North Carolina Genealogical Society Inc. to publish it either 
electronically and/or in print in the upcoming publication. 
 
NOTARY STATEMENT (only if photocopy of original not included):   
State of __________________________________________County of ___________________________________ 
I, _________________________________________________a notary of the county and state aforesaid, certify that 
_________________________________________________has personally appeared before me asking for a 
comparison of a Bible record or family record book to a transcription made and submitted by him/her/them.  I have 
compared them and find the transcription a true copy.  Witness my hand and seal this_____day of__________2004. 
My commission expires________________                    (Signature)_________________________________________
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NCGS SOCIETY SALUTE 
Terri R. Hopkins 

 
The North Carolina Genealogical Society 
proudly salutes the 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Cabarrus County Genealogical and 
Historical Society was organized to 
generate interest in and raise the standards 
of genealogical research and compilation in 
Cabarrus County by means of educational 
programs and workshops, and publication 
and preservation of materials of 
genealogical and historical value. 

Meetings of the Society are held the 
second Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm in 
the Senior Center, 331 Corban Ave, SE, 
Concord, NC (except for June).  In June the 
society meets with the Rhinelanders for an 
Anniversary Celebration. 

 The Rhinelanders Chapter meets 
7:00 PM the First Thursday of each month at 
St. John's Lutheran Church, 100 St. John's 
Church Road, Concord, NC. THE PUBLIC 
IS INVITED TO ATTEND ANY AND ALL 
MEETINGS  

The Society publishes a quarterly 
Journal, The Golden Nugget, in March, June, 
September and December of each year.  All 
articles and queries are welcome and back 
issues are available.  A listing of their 
publications can be found on their website 
including their Heritage book in its second 
printing. 

Also found on their website: 
• a listing of the surnames being 

researched by some of their 
membership 

• the history of Cabarrus County 
• a listing of townships 

• local courthouse and library 
information 

• a listing of look-up volunteers 
• census information 
• soldier data (War of 1812 and Civil 

War). 
Individual membership is $15.00 per 

year (Family membership, $17.00; Sponsor , 
$50.00;  Life Membership, $200.00).  Annual 
Membership includes four issues each year 
of The Golden Nugget, as well as a copy of the 
Newsletter. 
 

 
Cabarrus County was formed in 1792 from 
Mecklenburg County and was named in 
honor of a North Carolina politician, 
Stephen Cabarrus of Edenton.1   

Concord is the county seat of 
Cabarrus County, which is located in the 
south-central part of North Carolina.  This 
county is bounded by Stanly, Union, 
Mecklenburg, Iredell and Rowan Counties. 

An interesting point I learned when 
looking up Cabarrus County in the NC 
Gazetteer was that this is the home of the 
Reed Gold Mine, the site of the first 
authentic discovery of gold in North 
Carolina.2 

You may contact The Cabarrus 
Genealogical Society at P. O. Box 2981; 
Concord, NC 28025;  
e-mail:   cabgensoc@webkorner.com;  
or at their Website:   

 
www.rootsweb.com/~nccgs/index.htm 

                                                 
1 The Formation of the North Carolina Counties 
1663-1943, David Leroy Corbitt, Division of Archives 
and History, North Carolina Department of Cultural 
Resources, Raleigh, NC, 1987, P. 49 
2 The North Carolina Gazetteer, William S. Powell, 
University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, NC, 
1968, p. 79. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
9 Oct 2004                                    Carrboro, NC 
The Durham-Orange Genealogical Society 
in cooperation with the Town of Carrboro 
Parks and Recreation Department will 
sponsor Olde Orange County Family 
History Day from 10AM to 3PM at the 
Carrboro Century Center, 100 W. 
Greensboro Street.  Participants will be able 
to meet with representatives of genealogical, 
historical and special interest societies 
located in the eleven counties subsequently 
formed from Old Orange.  A good 
opportunity to network with other 
researchers in this area of the state. 
 
15—16 Oct 2004                         Charlotte, NC 
The Snipes Family of America will hold its 
nationwide meeting at Wyndham Gardens 
Hotel, 2600 Yorkmont Rd.  On Friday,  a 
social will be held at 7 PM and on Saturday, 
at 9 AM, Dr. Jim Fisher will give a lecture on 
the history of the family.  Database and 
Snipes merchandise available.  Contact 
Peggy Allen for reservations and special 
hotel rates if arranged by 15 Sep.  (706) 563-
2318; pwallen@att.net 
  
12—13 Nov 2004                          Raleigh, NC 
The NCGS Annual Meeting and Conference 
is scheduled to be held at the Wake County 
Commons Building.  Helen Leary and 
Barbara Vines Little will discuss the North 
Carolina-Virginia connection.  Find a 
registration form within these pages. 
 
12—13 Nov 2004         Melbourne, FL 
The Florida State Genealogical Society holds 
its 28th Annual Conference at the Hilton 
Melbourne Rialto Place.  The featured 
speaker is Sharon Tate Moody with other 
sessions from Amy Giroux, Ann Osisek, 
Drew Smith, George Morgan, Donna 
Moughty, Miriam Gan-Spalding, Mary P. 
Parker and Elaine Powell.  Contact A. Staley 
at P.O. Box 441364, Jacksonville, FL 32222 or 
astaly@comcast.net. 
 
11—12 Feb 2005           St. George, UT 
The Genealogy and Family History 
Jamboree will be held at the Dixie 

Conference Center.  This is a nationally 
advertised conference which will include 
two days of historical and cultural displays, 
63 training sessions, over 120 vendor and 
exhibitor locations.  Early registration for 
only $32 includes a syllabus.  Visit 
www.cgslink.com for more detailed 
information as the date draws nearer. 
 
 

QUERIES 
 

All NCGS members may submit two free queries 
annually.  Family memberships are entitled to 
four free queries annually.  Unused queries 
expire after three years.  Please limit queries to 
one question.  Each query must concern people 
who resided in North Carolina at some time.  
Paid queries are not accepted.  Queries subject to 
editing.  Please address queries to Query 
Editor, NCGS, P.O. Box 22, Greenville, NC 
27835-0022.  

 
WILLIAMS, BURNETT, DODSON 

Seeking information concerning Dock (Doc, 
Doak) Franklin WILLIAMS (b. c. 1870) m. (8 
Sep 1908, Caswell Co.) Nettie Kate 
BURNETT.  Three sons were Clarence, 
Lossie and Curtis WILLIAMS.  Dock’s 
parents were Robert WILLIAMS (b. c. 1828, 
Caswell) and Martha DODSON (b. 1832).  
Particularly need Dock WILLIAMS’ birth, 
death and burial records.  Will pay a 
researcher to assist.   Contact:  Virginia 
Williams Bertrand, 9211 Honeycomb Drive, 
Austin, TX 78737; vowb@mfire.com 
 

BOBBITT, WILLIAMS 
Seeking information on the parents of 
Elizabeth WILLIAMS, m. c. 1834, Frederick 
Harris BOBBITT (1800—1884) and d. prior 
to 1850.  Both are bur. in Schloss, NC 
(outside Louisburg, Franklin Co.)  Children:  
Randal (b. 1834) and John R. (b. 1839).  The 
parents of Frederick BOBBITT were Randel 
BOBBITT and Elizabeth HARRIS.  Contact:  
Vivian Oney, 5533 Lotus Lane, Oxford, NC 
27565-5807; oney@gloryroad.net 
 

1798 FEDERAL TAX LISTS 
Need help tracking down records for N.C.’s 
implementation of the 1798 Federal Direct 
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Tax.  This would include:  (1) the Particular 
Lists, forms A, B, and C, (2) the General 
Lists, forms D, E, and F, (3) the Summary 
Abstracts, forms G, H, I and K, and (4) the 
minute book or records of the proceedings 
of the N.C. Commission for the Valuation of 
Lands, Dwelling Houses, and enumeration 
of Slaves.  The implementation of the tax 
was delayed in N.C., so the records could be 
dated as late as 1803.  I’ve located the Iredell 
County lists at N.C. State Archives on 
microfilm and these are dated 1800.  Are 
there other repositories that might have 
some of these records?  Contact:  Judi 
Watson, 9082 Gavelwood Ct., Springfield, 
VA 22153-1126; PvtGreenie@aol.com 
 

WILLIAMS, HARPER 
Robert WILLIAMS, Jr. (c. 1745, Dobbs, 
Craven or Johnston Co.—before 10 Jul 1819, 
Duplin Co.), son of Robert WILLIAMS, Sr. 
and Ann SCOTT, m. c. 1767, Mary HARPER, 
daughter of Lt. Francis HARPER (1737—
1790) and Elizabeth BRIGHT.  Would like 
proof of this marriage.   The children were:  
sons Francis, Blaney, Branch, Harper and 
James WILLIAMS and daughters Mary 
COOPER, and Susan PRIDGEN.  Contact:  
Barbara Price Lewis, P.O. Box 1, Atkinson, 
NC 28421; jllewis@bellsouth.net 
 

GASKINS 
Seeking full name of Fisher GASKINS’ wife 
Ann.  Fisher was the son of Thomas and 
Millicent GASKINS of Pasquotank Co., NC 
and d. 15 Nov 1757 in Craven Co.  Would 
also like the full name of Millicent 
GASKINS, who probably died in 
Pasquotank.  Contact:  Ina Ruth Gaskins 
Dainis, 1222 Brittany Pointe, Lansdale, PA 
19446-6519 
 

CARTER DNA PROJECT 
Are you a direct male line descendant from 
a CARTER?  If so, join the CARTER DNA 
Project.  Visit the website at www.carter-
cousins.org, learn about the project and 
view results from completed tests.  Send for 
a kit and learn about your own lines or just 
post your genealogy on the site and help 
others who are really struggling to learn 

about their family.  (Requested by a 
member.) 
 
 

BY-LAWS CHANGES 
 
At this year’s Annual Meeting and 
Workshop, 13 November 2004, the following 
changes to the NCGS by-laws will be 
proposed for approval by the membership: 
 
MOTION by Mrs. Hinton, second by Mrs. 
Basnight, to revise and replace Article V, 
Section 1, Annual Meeting to read “The 
annual meeting of the Society shall be held 
during the last quarter of the year in the 
State of North Carolina at a time and place 
designated by the NCGS Board of Directors 
and shall be held for the purpose of hearing 
reports of officers and committees, 
conducting the election of officers and the 
Nominating Committee, and conducting 
any other business that may properly come 
before the Society.”  Motion carried. 
 
MOTION by Mrs. Tetterton, second by Mrs. 
Basnight, to add “representative of North 
Carolina” to Article IV, Section 1, 
Designation and delete Article IV, Section 2 
in its entirety.  Motion carried.  If passed by 
the membership, Article IV, Section 1 will 
read:  “The officers shall be a President, a 
First Vice President, a Second Vice 
President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, currently 
functioning Past President and six Directors 
representative of North Carolina. 
 

 
NOMINATIONS UP FOR 

APPROVAL 
 

Billy Herring and Timothy Rackley have 
been placed into nomination for positions 
on the Nominating Committee in 2005.  
These nominations are subject to 
membership approval at the Annual 
Meeting and Workshop in Raleigh, NC, 13 
November 2004.  A list of officers and 
directors up for election was published in  
the Summer News. 
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ROSE O’NEAL GREENHOW 
Part I 

Elizabeth Futrell 
 

Rose O’Neal Greenhow, a Confederate spy 
who claimed to have helped the South 
defeat the North at Bull Run and who spent 
time in prison for espionage, died in the 
same dramatic, edgy way that she had lived.  
On Oct. 1, 1864, she drowned off the coast of 
Wilmington, NC. 
 From an early age, Rose was 
described as an attractive and courageous 
person—and also a highly unpredictable 
individual, often referred to as “Wild Rose,” 
a name that would certainly suit her 
throughout her life.  Born to Irish 
immigrants in 1817, Rose O’Neal Greenhow 
spent her early years in Georgetown, MD, 
but when she was a teenager, she and her 
sister became orphans and were whisked 
away to live with their aunt, Mary Hill, who 
owned a fashionable boarding house on the 
corner of 1st and A Streets, a place that 
attracted many well-known politicians.  The 
Old Capitol Boardinghouse introduced Rose 
to many influential men and sparked her 
interest in politics.  She fell in love with 
Washington, DC, where she attended school 
during the Jackson era.  During this period, 
she dated senators, cabinet members, 
foreign dignitaries and other men of wealth 
and power.   
 While living at the boarding house, 
Rose encountered Vice President John C. 
Calhoun, who had a reputation as a strong 
Southern sympathizer.  Calhoun influenced 
Rose while giving a speech in which he said, 
“We are not a nation, but a union, a 
confederacy of equal and sovereign states.”  
She credited Calhoun with shaping her 
political philosophy and sparking her 
interest in law.  After his speech, she 
memorized the U.S. Constitution.  His 
speech made such an impact on her that it 
would later lead her to a life as a Southern 
supporter, willing to take any risk or 
challenge for the cause.  
 But first came love and marriage.  
She married a lawyer, Robert Greenhow, 
who was from a well-known Richmond, VA 

family.  Rose enjoyed entertaining and 
playing the hostess to politicians, their 
colleagues and friends at her home.  In 1850, 
however, as the separation between the 
states of the Union and the tension of war 
was heavy in the air, Robert and Rose 
Greenhow moved to San Francisco, CA, 
with their three children, where Robert 
opened a law firm and settled land claims, 
thus taking Rose away from the political 
climate she loved.  Shortly after they moved, 
though, Robert died suddenly as a result of 
a fall. 
 After this tragedy, Rose returned to 
Washington, DC, with her children and 
began working for the 15th president, James 
Buchanan.  Her relationship with the 
bachelor president was described as an 
intimate one; they were known to take 
walks together and sit in the park and talk.  
Many were surprised that Buchanan never 
proposed marriage to Rose. 
 It wasn’t a surprise, though, that 
Rose’s many connections granted her 
eventual friendships with Jefferson Davis, 
who later became president of the 
Confederacy and Colonel Robert E. Lee, 
who once said to Rose, “Virginia is my 
country.  I could never take up arms against 
my friends and family.” 
 When Buchanan’s presidency ended 
with the inauguration of Abraham Lincoln, 
Rose’s job came to an end.  She was then 
approached by Captain Thomas Jordan of 
Virginia who revealed to Rose that he was 
setting up a network of Southern 
sympathizers in Washington with the 
intention of keeping the Confederate 
government informed of Northern plans, 
and he wanted her help.  A Southern 
sympathizer through and through, Rose 
accepted and her house in Lafayette Park 
across from the White House became the 
center of this informative network between 
the two points, Richmond and Washington.  
She created ciphers and codes, and she had 
an assembly of people working beneath her.  
Rose reported primarily to Captain Jordan 
and it has been said that her insider 
information had a great deal to do with the 
South’s victory at the Battle of Bull Run. 

(To Be Continued)
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Check out the NCGS  PUBLICATIONS Sales for 
2004!!! 

   
  

North Carolina Ancestor Exchange, by Crestena Jennings Oakley, 1999, soft cover, 8 ½ x 11, 342 
pages, indexed.  Price: $25.00 

North Carolina Research: Genealogy & Local History, Second Edition, by Helen F.M. Leary, 
1996, hard cover, 8 ½ x 11, 620 pages, indexed.  Price: $45.00 

Abstracts of Vital Records from Raleigh, North Carolina Newspapers, 1799–1830, 
by Lois S.  Neal. 

Volume I (1799–1819): 1997, hard cover, 6x 9, 673 pages, maps, indexed.  Price: $35.00 
 Volume II (1820–1829): 1997, hard cover, 6x9, 944 pages, indexed. Price $50.00 

Volume III (1830–1839): 1995, hard cover, two volumes, 6x9, Part 1–680 pages, Part 2–648 pages, 
name & place index.  Price $75.00—ON SALE for $37.50 + $5.50 S & H + N.C. Tax—NOW 
THROUGH 31 DEC 2004. 

             *Full Set (Vols. I, II, III): $125.00  
Marriage and Death Notices from Extant Asheville Newspapers, 1840–1870, by 

Robert M. Topkins, 1977, hard cover, 6x9, 139 pages.  Price $15.00 
North Carolina Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company Records, by Bill Reaves, 1992, 

soft cover, 8 ½ x 11, 598 pages, surname, place name, occupation & military service indices.  Price: 
$25.00—ON SALE for $10 + $4 S & H + NC Tax as applicable, NOW THROUGH 31 DEC 
2004. 

The North Carolina Genealogical Directory: A Listing of Tarheel Societies and 
Selected Books for Sale, by R.S. Spencer, Jr., 1992, soft cover, 8 ½ x 11, 231 pages, maps. 
Price: $15.00—ON SALE for $10 + S & H + NC tax as applicable, NOW THROUGH 31 
DEC 2004. 

Abstracts of Letters of Resignations of Militia Officers in North Carolina, 1779–
1840, by Timothy Kearney, 1992, soft cover, 8 ½ x 11, 144 pages, name & place indices.  Price: 
$20.00 

Person County, North Carolina Marriage Records, 1792–1868, by Katharine Kerr 
Kendall, 1983, soft cover, 8 ½ x 11, 96 pages, surname index.  Price: $14.00 

Caswell County, North Carolina Will Books, 1843–1868, by Katharine Kerr Kendall, 1986, 
soft cover, 8 ½ x 11, 211 pages, surname index. Price: $20.00.  Limited supply. 

The Cleggs of Old Chatham, by W. Harold Broughton, 1977, hard cover, 6 x 9, 470 pages, indexed, 
illustrated. Price: $20.00 

The Tysors of Old Chatham, by W. Harold Broughton, 1972, hard cover, 6 x 9, 305 pages, indexed, 
illustrated. Price: $15.00 

James Ross of Alamance & His Kin, by Elizabeth E. Ross, 1978, soft cover, 8 ½ x 11, 78 pages, 
indexed.  Price: $15.00 

Federal Records Project: PHASE I: price $2,100; PHASE II, price $2,100; SET price $3,500 
NCGS Journal on CD (1975–2000) Price: $39.95—ON SALE for $35  (price includes S&H & 

tax) , NOW THROUGH 31 JUL  2004. 
NCGS Lapel Pin.  Price: $5.00 (includes postage) 
 

 
 
SHIPPING & HANDLING CHARGES: $4.00 first book, $1.50 each additional volume.  No postage stamps 
please.   
 
SALES TAX: N.C. residents must add 7 % sales tax. 
 
Make checks/money orders payable to “NCGS Book Sales Dept.” and mail to NCGS, P.O. Box 22, Greenville, 
NC 27835-0022.  Allow up to 4 weeks for delivery. 

 
NAME:..................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
ADDRESS:............................................................................................................................................................... 
 
CITY:...................................................STATE:..........ZIP+4:......................TELEPHONE...................................... 
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For more information on each of our publications, 
Visit us at www.ncgenealogy.org! 

 
NCGS FALL ANNUAL MEETING AND WORKSHOP 

November 12,2004 
Friday 

8:30-9:00 Registration 
9:00-10:15 Colonial North Carolina Settlement Patterns, Records, and Research Techniques 
10:15-10:45 Break and Vendor Time 
10:45-12:00 Virginia Research I 
12:00-1:30 LUNCH and Vendor time 
1:30-2:15 Virginia Research II 
2:15-2:45 Break and Vendor time 
2:45-4:00 Migrations Into, Through and Out of North Carolina 
 

November 13, 2004 
Saturday 

8:00-8:30 Registration 
8:30-9:45 The Carolina Road 
9:45-10:15 Break and Vendor time 
10:15-11:30 Virginia Suburbs in North Carolina 
11:30-12:15 Lunch 
12:15-1:15 NCGS ANNUAL MEETING 
1:15-1:30 Break 
1:30-2:45 The French and Indian War: Its Impact on Migration 
2:45-3:15 Break and Vendor time 
3:15-4:30 How Much Proof is Enough? 

Registration Form 
Registration Fees: 
NCGS Member 

  $40.00 one day  $_________ 
   $70.00 two days  $_________
        

Non-Member   
$50.00 one day  $_________ 
$85.00 two days 

Lunch by Balentines included in prices. 
Early bird $5.00 discount by Nov 5th     $_________ 

 
Total amount   $_________ 2005 Membership dues   $_________ 
 
Name: __________________________________________________Member Number:____________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _______________________________________ State: ________________Zip Code:  _________________ 
 
 Phone: (______)_______________. 

 
Mail to:  NCGS Annual Meeting/Workshop, P. O. Box 22, Greenville, NC 27835-0022 

Walk-ins welcome, however lunches and workshop packet may not be available. A packet with motel information and 
directions will be sent to registrants. 
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Refund Policy:  Full refund if withdrawal precedes early registration date; between then and workshop day a prorated 
refund may be made; no refund may be made if withdrawal is on or after the first day of the workshop.  

 
For more information check our website http//www.ncgenealogy.org or e-mail us 

at info@ncgenealogy.org 
NCGS JOURNAL BACK ISSUES, 1975–2003 

SPECIAL OFFER FOR 2004! 
 
Now through December 30, 2004, each volume of back journals (except Volume 29—
2003) is $12.00 per year (usually four issues.)  This price includes shipping and 
handling!     
 

Volume 1 (1975) Volume 10 (1984) Volume 18 (1992) Volume 25 (1999) 
Volume 2 (1976) Volume 12 (1986) Volume 19 (1993) Volume 26 (2000) 
Volume 4 (1978) Volume 13 (1987) Volume 20 (1994) Volume 27 (2001) 
Volume 5 (1979) Volume 14 (1988) Volume 21 (1995) Volume 28 (2002) 
Volume 6 (1980) Volume 15 (1989) Volume 22 (1996) Volume 29 (2003)* 
Volume 7 (1981) Volume 16 (1990) Volume 23 (1997)  
Volume 8 (1982) Volume 17 (1991) Volume 24 (1998) 

 
North Carolina Genealogical Society Journal: A Listing of Journal Articles, 1975–2000, compiled by 

Crestena Jennings Oakley, 2000, soft cover, 8 ½ x 11, 17 pages.  Price: free to members with $2.00 
postage; $4.00 to non-members (includes postage.) 
 
*Volume 29 (2003) is $30. 
 
TO ORDER: Send your check or money order payable to NCGS Book Sales Dept., P.O. 
Box 22, Greenville, NC 27835-0022.  Allow up to 4 weeks for delivery.  NC residents 
must add 7 % sales tax. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
NORTH CAROLINA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY  
P.O. Box 1492 
Raleigh, NC 27602 
 
 
 
 
Address Service Requested 
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